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INTRODUCTOKY. 


The great fortress of Gv/alior is one of the most famous in India for more 
than one reason. Its greatness is doe to its natural grandeur, high anti¬ 
quity, wealth of archeological remains, historical importance and military 
strength “a combination which perhaps no otlier single fort in India can 
boast of. Truly has a Muhammadan historian described it as ‘ a pearl in the 
necklace of the castles of the Hind.' 


In old Sanskrit inscriptions it is ^-ariously styled ' Gopagirt ’ 

and other allied names all meaning ‘ cowherds' hill.’ The modem name 
Gwalior appears to have been derived from Gofio/ri't-m, one of the ancient 


names. 
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HISTORICAK. 


pHh 'iHti' of tlic foundation of tlic fori and its oarlj history in scncrat 
arc ™led Ml obscurity. In bardic chniDicIca which arc not of course 
a itctll historical IS recorded a legend tliat Suraj Sen, a Kadiliwalia Kajput 
prince,, founded the tort at the bidding of a licnnit named GwaJipa "ho 
h.id cured the prince of liis leprosy with a draught of water from a mirracu- 
loua spnng on this hill. The earliest historical uH-ntion of Gwalior, however 

circa oaj after Chnst). The neat historical record on the fort consists “ 
t wo inscnptions on the Chaturbhuj. temple, dated i. 8,-3 and 8,5 A C wbidi 
•show hat Gwalior was included in tile kingdom of Kaiiauj, then under the 

Crif" "■'■o ruled OVCT the greater part of 

Nor bent India. In the latter half of the tolli century, Vairadaman “tlm 

ITarib tapturd the region from the 

Iharas of Kanauj. The Kaehliwahas ruled over Gwalior for nearly two 
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centuries and patronised the arts of peace. Many great temples on tlic 
Gwalior fort and in the neighbouring countr\* date from their time. 

rVoni tlie Kachhvvahas (inalior j».s.sed into the hands of another line of 
Pratiharas who retained it with a sliort break until 1232 A. C. in whicii year 
the Mutiammadans under Altamsh besieged the fort and reduced it after 
a hard struggle. Hards liavc pathetically described how when all hope had 
been lost the Rajput Indies in the royal liarem performed jahata or solf- 
imniolation, before the Raja offered his last desperate battle and was killerl 
in the fight akung with all his followx'rs. 

Gwalior remained in the possession of the Muhammadan rulers of Delhi 
from 1232 to 1398 A. C. During the confusion which followxxi the invasion 
of Timur at tlte Delhi Court, V'irasinghdeva, a Tomara Rajput made him¬ 
self niastcr of Gwalior. The Tomara rule lasted during the 15th century and 
the 1st quarter of the 16th. Dungarsingh Tomara had a prosperous reign. 
Most of tire rock-cut Jaiita sculptures on the fort were nia<]e in his time. The 
power of the Tomaras reached its zenith under the famous Raja.Mansingh 
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(1,486 and 1516 A. C-)* who is remembered speriatly as a jireat patron of 
Architecture and Music. 

A 

Shortly after his death, the fortress fell to Ibrahim Lodi and passed 
over to the Mughals when the latter succeeded the Lodi dymasty at Delhi. 

After Huniayuji’s exile, the fort surrendered to Slier Shah, whose succes¬ 
sors made it practically’ their capital. The fort was recovered for Akbar in 
1559 and remained in ISIugbal possession for about two centuries. Under 
the Mughals, it was regularly^ used as a State prisi<jrL. 

In 1754 the Marathas first conquered the fort. The connection of the 
Scindia family with the fort of Gwalior dates from 1777 when the Pe,diwa 
ordered it to be passed over from his Deputy to Mahadji Scindia. In 1780 
Major Pppham captured the fort by surprise and in 1781 handed it over 
to Chhatrasingh of Gohad. The Marathas under Khanderao Haii, 
Mahadji Scindia's general retook the fort in 1783 after a protracted struggle. 
In the secoml ^laratha W'ar, General. \Vliite bombarded and took the fort in 
1804, but it W'as restored to Scindia by the treaty of 1805. After the battle 
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of Maliarajptir in 184^4 the fort \vas garrisoned by British troops. In 1853 
when Maharaja Jayaji Rao came of age, it was made over to Scindia who 
held it till the sepoy Mutiny of 1S57 vi'hen it fell into the hands of the rebels. 
In 1858 it surrendered to Sir Hugh Rose, From that time it was in British 
occupation till 1S86 when it was finally restored to Scindia in exchange for 
Jhansi, 

" The arts of peace rather than war are now* pursued withm its 
precincts " and the ramparts that long withstood the onslaught of many a 
besieger now enclose a school for Sardars’ boys, started by the present 
Maharaja. 
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RKl-ERENCl-S TO MA 1 \ 


CATES. 

I . OWALIOH OK AlAAK^IHI GaTK. 

2 . Hixdola Gate. 

3. Khairava Gate. 

4. GaXESA (iATE. 

5. Lakshmana Gate, 

6. or Elephant Gate 

7. Hau'a or Wind Gate 

8. D HON DA Gate. 

9. Gahi:aj Gate, 

10, U SWA HI Gate, 

TAxXKS. 

n JoiiAR Tal. 

J 4 . Mansarovas Tank, 

13. SuHA.i Kuno, 

14. Gangola Talao. 

15-^ 2k Kh.vmba Tal. 

16. Katora Tal. 

17. 2 aSI Tal. 

18. Chedi Tal. 

* 

H 


PALACES. 
ig. Gujari .Mahal. 

20. .Ma.n Manoir. 

21. ViKHAMA Man DIR. ' / 

2 z . Karan Man uiK. J 

23* jAHAXGiRt Mahal. 

2 . SHA FJAJ A HA NI 31 AHA L . 

TEMPLES. 

25. Gwalfpa Maniur. 

2 b . Chatl’rbhuj Mandir. 

37. Sas J 3 ahu Temples. 

28. Mate DEVI Temple. 

29. Jaisa Temple. 

30. Telik.^ Mandie. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

31. Motamid Khan's Mosque 

32. Bale Qila. 

33. Sahdars' School, 

34 - European Cemetery. 





























TOMB OF MUHAMMAD GHAUS. 


This picture represents the tomb of Muhamniad Gbaus, a well-known 
Muhammadan saint and a con temporary of Babar. Humayun and Akbar. 
The tomb stands about a quarter of a mile to the east of Gwalior fort and is 
an interesting example of Early Mughal Tomb Architecture. '* On plan 
it is a square measuring too feet each way exclusive of the hexagonal 
towers which are attached to the angles. The cliamber of the tomb itself 
is a hall 43 feet square with the angles cut off by pointed arches so as to 
form an octagon on which the dome rests. .Ground this square building is 
a gallery 20 feet wide enclosed on all sides b\' a screen of the most exqui¬ 
site tracery in pierced stone work wtb a projecting porch on each face.“ 
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JAMAH MASJID. 


pose to the Alamgiri Gate, outside tlie Gwalior fort, is the Jajnah Mmjid, 
a fair speamen of a Late Mughal mosque. The main building was con- 
stnicterl m the time of Jaliangir. a new end being added in 1665. It is illus- 
trated in the accompanying photograph. 
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" : ■ ■ HINDOLA GATE, 

The gateway appearing in this picture is the second gate an the Gwalior 
road leading up to the top of the fort. It derives its name Hindola Gate 
from a swing {Hindola) which used to be here. This handsome gateway 
in the Hindu style was put up at the time of the Tomara kings of Gwalior 
{15th century). 
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GUJARI MAHAL ; EXTERrOE VIEW. 


The Rccompanying picture presents an exterior view of Gujari Maha! 
palace built by Raja Mansmgh (15th centurv") for his favourite Queen 
Mriganayana who was a Gujari by caste. Tlie MaliaJ is a two-storeyed 
building of cut stone work 232 feet x 196 feet. Its plain and massive exterior 
IS relieved by domed turrets, a line of gracefully carved brackets supporting 

the eaves, and a few horizontal bands of carv'ed moulding once inlaid with 
enamelled tiles. 
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GUJARI MAHAL ; INTERIOK VIEW. 


The interior of Gujari Mahal which is illustrated in this picture is a 
spacious open courtyard surrounded by small rooms presenting a variety of - 
designs in their carved brackets and arched door openings. In the middle 
of the courtyard is a two-storeyed underground apartment—* central hall 
with gaheries on all sides. The State Archaeological Museum consisting 
of ancient sculptures, inscriptions, pictures and other antiquities collected 
from all parts of the State is now housed in this building. ' 
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CHATURBHUJA MAN DIR. 


fort-rock, flanking the road 
urbhuja Majidir. a small temple excavated in tlie living rock The 
enshnned image is one of Cliaturbhu|a (or four-anned) Vishnu from which 

on! It two Sanskrit inscriptions from 

Xr riT^^ K excavated in tlie year 873 

a ter Chmt by one Alla who was the Keeper of the Fort, during the rei^ 
of King Ramadeva of Kanauj. ® 
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HATHl PAUR OR ELEPHANT GATE. 

niis photograph is one of Hathi Paur or Elephant Gate^ the prin¬ 
cipal entrance into the fort, It is so called from a life size stone figure of an 
elephant which once stood outside this gate. The gate forms part of the 
eastern facade of Raja Mansingh’s palace. Its manly and graceful design 
is worthy of the noble edifice to which it belongs. 
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man-mandir or raja MANSINGH'S palace, east face. 

-RaJa e-ten, facada of ,ha fa„,„„a p, 

The vaa. eastern fr™* wUcfwtl^ ' *" " 

about 8o feet in hcieht is relies^ st i ^ to iength and 

a. .n^arf, P^fd^ ;^'“e:l:7:Srdrrt^^af 
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MAN .MANDIKt SOUTH FACE. 

The southern lace of Mai^ingh's Palace which is 150 feet long and 50 to 
60 feet high has three beautiful towers. All round the wall is inlaid with tiles 
enamelled blue, green and vellow, forming bands of mosaic and cunventtonal 
figures of mein ducks, elephants, tigers and plantain trees, giving the wall an 
unsurpassed charm and elegance. " Xowhere do I remember any architec¬ 
tural design capable of imparting similar lightness to a simple massive 

wall " 
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MAN-MAN DIR : INTERIOR COURT No, r. 

The interior of the njain building consists of two open courts, each with 
a suite of rooms arranged round it. Court No. i is 34 feet x 34 feet 6 inches 
and Court No. 2 measures 39 feet X 38 feet 6 inches. The main building is 
two storeys high but there are two extra storeys of underground apartments 
in the eastern part overhanging the cliff. 
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GWALIOR FORT, GENERAL VIEW. 

TI.C fortr.* sUnds on nn isohlod snndstonn hill 3 d<. f«t high, ij n,il« l»g north to rmith, and 600 to 2 .Sm fool .ido on.! to west. The enclosing wall is 

30 to 35 foot lagh, the rocky ctremities of the hill on which the wall is .sot being steephfand irrcgalarty scarped. The long hnc of battlOTents crowning he scarp on the e^t is 
broken by the lofty towers and fretted domes of the noble palace of Paja Mansingh. .\t tie northern end where the rock has been qoarnod for a^, the |nse«l mass« of the o'erba"«- 
iog cliffs seem ready to faU upon tlie city beneath them. Midway over all towem the giaitjfform of a massive Hindu temple grey with the nK«5 of ages. Altogether, the fort of Gwalior 

forms one of the most {>icture»|ue v{o\w^ in Northern India." 

The ptetttro shows the w'holc length of tlie fort as seen from the east. 
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MAX-MAXDIR: interior COURl' iio. 3 . 

Though the Courts are rather small in size they are design^ 
artisticaltv and possess singularly rich and beautiful decoration in the form 
JZ,. pendanu. -nUcea. mcaldinga 
oatterns turned into mosaic with the use of coloured tiles. The bold cor^ 
^ted eaves, the animal shaped brackets, the screened galleries, and 
ceilings of some of the rooms are worthy of notice. 
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SAS BAHU IHAtPLES: GENERAL VIEW, 


I'he twin tompies known as Sas Baiiu occupy a picturesque position 
on a salient ol the rock. Sas Btihu which means ' Mother-in-law and daug:hter- 
in-law * is ,a popular name generally given to two similar objects such as 
temples, wells, etc., standing side by side. 
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LARGEK SAS BAHU TEMPLE. 

The larger Sas Balm which is a Hindu temple dedicated to Vishnu 
measures 102 feet X74 feet, ft consists of a central hall flanked on three 
sides by projecting porches and on the fourth by the adytum wliich is now 
desecrated and vacant. The outer facing of the shrine, and its spire which 
must have been over roo feet in height, have disappeared, But though 
dreadfully ruined the temple is still a picturesque fragment. 

It bears a long Sanskrit inscription refolding tliaf the edifice was 
completed by Maliipala, a Kuchliwidia Rajput Prince of GwalFor, in the year 
1093 after Christ. '' 
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LARGER SAS BAKU TEMPLE : INTERIOR PILLARS. 

The hall of the temple is 32 feet x 31 feet 3 inches. In the centre is a 
square dais at each corner of wliich there is a tall massive pillar to support 
the central ceiling. At the sides of the hall twelve pilasters are arranged 
into a dodecagon on wldch the outer dome of the ceiling rests. The pillars 
and pilasters are covered arabesque work relieved by a few courses of 
figure sculpture. The struts and raib supporting cracked architraves are a 
part of modern repairs. 
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LARGER SAS BAHU TEMPLE: DOME OF CEILING IN HALL/ 

The central ceiling of the hall over the dais is an eiaboratety carved 
Hindu dome rising from a square base of four architraves into an octagon 
and further into diminishing circles one above another. Enclosing the 
central dome is another larger dome made up of circular tiers springing from 
a twelve sided base. 







LARGER SAS BAHU I'EMPLE ; DOOR FRAAIE OF SHRINE. 

The doorway leading into the shrine is elaborately sculptured. In the 
projecting panels over the lintel are the three principal gods of the Hindu 
Triad—Brahma the Creator at the left end, Vishnu the Prescr\'er in the 
middle, and Si^^ the Destroyer at the right end. Vislinu occupies the cen¬ 
tral position. being the deity to whom the temple was dedicated. Jn the pro¬ 
jecting panel below himisGaruda. the man-bird and vehicle of Vishnu. In 
the recessed intenals between these panels are figures of the nine planets 
of Hindu astrology. The most prominent moulding on the door jambs 
^nsistsof a round pilaster encircled uitli a garland. At the base of each 
jamb is a group of gods and goddesses headed by the river goddesses Ganga 
and Yamuna. In the projecting niche at the left end of the threshold Is 
Ganesa, the god of wisdom and in the corresponding niche at the right end is 
Kubera, the treasurer of the gods. Tlie door-frame of the hall is almost a 
replies of that of the ehrine. 
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SMALLER 5 AS BAHU TEMPLE. 

The smaller temple situated near the brink of the precipice is also a fane 
of Vishnu, of t]je same age m the larger temple. It is now only a part of 
its original self, the shrine liawng disappeared altogether. The sculpture 
omament on both the temples is verj' similar and profuse rather to an excess, 
showing the labour and care of minute detail which the ancient Hindus 
lavished on their religious monuments. Though of small dimensions tliis 
temple is a fine specimen of the ornate style of temples in Mediie\'al India. 
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SARDARS* SCHOOL. 


The group of buildiogs wliich forms the subject of the accoinpati\ing 
picture is a Residential Sctiool for boys of the landed gentiy-in Gwalior State 
conducted on the lines of a Public School in England, modified to suit local 
conditions. It was started in the city by the order of the present Maharaja, 
in 1898 and transferred to its present site in 1908, It provides for both 
the civil and military education of its pupils. 
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MAHARAJA'S PALACES AND KING GEORGE PARK. 


The accompanying photograph presents a bird's eye \iew of the palaces 
of H. H. the Maharaja Scindi^ and the Park as seen from the fort. 
The building on the left is the Moti Mahal palace where the Secretariat offic’os 
of the Gwalior Government are now located. The building on the right is 
the Jaivilas Palace, the residence of the iMaharaja. Both the palaces were 
built by the late Maharaja JJtyaji Rao. The King George Park is seen 
ill the foreground. It was laid out by the present Maharaja for the use of 
tlie Public and was opened bv* H. R. H. the Prince of Wales on the 8tU 
February 1922. Its special feature is that it has within its premises a 
Hindu temple, a .Vfuliammadai) mosque, a Sikha gttntduara and a 
TheosophicaJ lodge—a veritable Parliament of Religions, 
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TELIKA MANDIR OR OILMAN’S TEMPLE. 


The temple known as Telika Mandir is the loftiest of all the existing 
buOdings on the fort, being over loo feet in height. It is a loth century 
Vishnu temple peculiar in plan and design. The form of its ^ikhata or 
spire is Drax-idian common in Southern India, while all the decorative details 
are Indo*Aryan characteristic of Northern India. It is thus an interesting 
example of Temple Architecture where both the Dravidian and Indo- 
Aryan styles meet. 
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TliLlKA MAjSDIR : SOME DETAIL OF SCULPTURE. 

Amutig other decorative details of this temple is a homcntal course of 
arabestiue work in which figures of men and animals are skilfully interlaced. 
This bold and vigorous arabesque work is of a verj- superior order and easily 
distinguishes itself from the sliallow and weak work on the Sas Babu 
temples. 
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JAIXA ROCK SCULPTURES. 


1 


The Rock Sculptures of Gwalior are ' unique in Northern fndia as well 
for their number as for their gigantic size ’ though tlie art exhibited in them 
is stereotyped and d^enerate. They are carved all over the fort rock 
wherever there is a suitable place for excavation. The principal sculptures 
fall into five groups, those in the Urwahi group on the west and in another 
group on the south-east being specially remarkable. This picture represents 
the largest of the sculptures w'hich is 57 feet higli. 
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JAINA ROCK SCULPTURESv 

> -*■* . 

1 he kook Sculptures reprciient Jaina rUthamkaras or putitiffs, either 
seated or standing and slieltered in small cfves or niches. The pedestals 
and canopies are ornamentally carved. Most of the sculptures boar dated 
inscriptions from which it is known that thc^- were excavated within the 
brief period of 33 years (1440 to 1473) during the nile of the Tomaras, 
They were mutilated by the order of Babar but some of the broken faces 
have since been repaired by the Jaina Community. 



PHII^CIPAL SIGHTS IN GWAUOli. 


1. Fort. 

2. Tomb of Xuhammab Ghabs. 

3. H. H. The Maharaja's Pa¬ 

laces. 

4 . Public Park. 

5. Elgin Club, 

6. VICTORIA College. 

7. Jayarogya Hospital. 

8. State Engineering Works. 

9. Pottery Works, 

10. Kampu Kothi, 

11, Alijah Durbar Press. 


12. Jayaji Chowk 


13. Gohkhi or Old Palace. 

14* General Post Office 

15. Town Hall. 

16. Bank, 

17. High Court. 

18. Cmhattris or Cenotaphs of 

the SCINDIA FA-MILY. 

19. Sarafa Bazar. 

20. Poly-Technic School. 

21. Leather Factory, 
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PJcMct bi*Ip ua to keep Uio book 

cteati ahd moving. 
















